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§ 115.3 Employment of inspectors and
examiners.

The Board may employ or assign
such inspectors and examiners as it
may require in the inspection of vessels
and in the classification and licensing
of pilots, masters, mates, and engi-
neers.

§ 115.4 Recorder of Board; duties.

There shall be a Recorder of the
Board, whose duty it shall be to keep a
record of its proceedings; of all applica-
tions for licenses; of those issued or re-
fused; suspended, extended, or modi-
fied; together with the name, grade,
and serial number of all such licenses;
and of all casualties, collisions,
founderings, sinkings, fires and other
disasters or matters of interest that
may come before the Board. Under the
direction of the Chairman he shall pre-
pare, submit, and register all licenses
and certificates of inspection, and the
reports mentioned in this part or in
Part 117, 119, or 121 of this chapter, and
shall perform such other duties as may
be directed by the Chairman.

§ 115.5 Recorder may administer
oaths.

The Recorder is authorized to admin-
ister the oaths required for the comple-
tion of official documents of, or which
are presented to, the Board.

CROSS REFERENCE: For authority of the
Board to administer oaths, see 2 C.Z.C. 1101,
76A Stat. 38.

§ 115.6 Assistance of owners or opera-
tors and masters.

Owners or operators and masters of
vessels shall render all requested as-
sistance to the Board in its investiga-
tions and inspections, and shall, when
requested, put machinery and gear in
operation when necessary to dem-
onstrate the efficiency of the machin-
ery, equipment, appliances or other
gear.

§ 115.7 Inspection of records of Board.

All official records and documents in
the office of the Board, after official
action thereon has been concluded,
shall be open to public inspection and
examination in the office of the Board.

PART 117—MARINE ACCIDENTS:
INVESTIGATIONS; CONTROL; RE-
SPONSIBILITY

Sec.
117.1 Investigation of marine accidents.
117.1a Scheduling of investigations.
117.1b Rights of party in interest.
117.2 Change in physical status of property

affected by accident forbidden.
117.3 Reports by Board to the Adminis-

trator.
117.4 Reports of accidents by officer in com-

mand to Board.
117.5 Control of wrecked, injured, or burn-

ing vessels.
117.6 Liability of vessel for injury to Canal

structures or equipment.

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 3777, 3778, 93 Stat. 487;
E.O. 12215, 45 FR 36043.

SOURCE: 46 FR 63188, Dec. 30, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 117.1 Investigation of marine acci-
dents.

(a) Whenever, within Panama Canal
waters, including the locks of the
Canal, a vessel, or its cargo, crew, or
passenger, meets with a serious marine
accident, or whenever, within the har-
bors, anchorages, and areas adjacent
thereto, including the ports of Balboa
and Cristobal, there is a serious marine
accident involving Commission person-
nel or equipment, the Board of Local
Inspectors shall promptly investigate
in detail the conditions and cir-
cumstances under which such accident
occurred.

(b) Any other marine accident occur-
ring in such waters may be inves-
tigated by the Board at the discretion
of the Supervising Inspector.

(c) The Master of a vessel involved in
a marine accident may request an in-
vestigation of an accident not consid-
ered by the Board to fall within para-
graph (a) of this section. The request
must be addressed to the Supervising
Inspector or the Chairman of the
Board, and must be in writing. If the
Master does not so request such an in-
vestigation in writing, he shall be
deemed to have waived all rights to the
investigation called for by section 1417,
Pub. L. 96–70, 93 Stat. 487, which pro-
vides that a claim may not be consid-
ered by the Panama Canal Commission,
or an action for damages lie thereon,
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unless, prior to the departure from the
Panama Canal of the vessel involved:

(1) The investigation by the com-
petent authorities of the accident or
injury giving rise to the claim has been
completed; and,

(2) The basis for the claim has been
laid before the Commission.

(d) For the purpose of this section,
the term ‘‘serious marine accident’’ in-
cludes:

(1) Any accident involving substan-
tial damage to any structure, plant, or
equipment of the Panama Canal Com-
mission or the United States; and

(2) Any accident (i) involving death
or resulting in personal injury that re-
quires admission of a person to a hos-
pital as a bed patient; or (ii) resulting
in damages to a vessel which require
the making of repairs prior to the ves-
sel’s departure from the Canal; Pro-
vided that the Supervising Inspector or
his designee has reason to believe that
personnel or equipment of the Panama
Canal Commission were then aboard or
were assisting the vessel involved in
the accident or were situated (aboard
another vessel, ashore or otherwise) so
as to have been a factor in the acci-
dent.

CROSS REFERENCE: Compelling attendance
and testimony of witnesses and production of
books and papers by Board, see section 1418,
Pub. L. 96–70, 93 Stat. 487.

§ 117.1a Scheduling of investigations.
(a) Marine-accident investigations

shall be scheduled so as to afford pilots
and other parties in interest a period of
time not less than that provided below
for rest and consultation prior to the
commencement of an investigation:

Relief time Time of investigation

0000–0400 ........... 1400–1800 (12 hours minimum)
0400–0800 ........... 1600–2000 (12 hours minimum)
0800–1200 ........... 1800–2200 (10 hours minimum)
1200–1600 ........... 0800 Next Day.
1600–2000 ........... 1000 Next Day.
2000–2400 ........... 1000 Next Day.

(b) The column ‘‘Relief Time’’, set
out in paragraph (a) of this section, in-
dicates the period during which the
pilot or other party in interest com-
pleted the transit during which an ac-
cident occurred or the time at which he
was relieved of duty following the oc-
currence of an accident. The column

‘‘Time of Investigation’’, set out in
paragraph (a) of this section, indicates
the earliest time at which the inves-
tigation may be scheduled. In excep-
tional cases a departure from this
schedule may be made, as for example
in the case of warships or other vessels
that have an imperative need to re-
sume the voyage as soon as possible.
Unless a pilot or other party in inter-
est requests the time provided in this
schedule, the hearing may be set for an
earlier hour.

[32 FR 3830, Mar. 8, 1967]

§ 117.1b Rights of party in interest.
Any Panama Canal pilot or other in-

dividual who is a party in interest at a
marine-accident investigation may ob-
tain counsel of his own choosing, tes-
tify in his own behalf, cross-examine
witnesses, call witnesses, and introduce
any relevant evidence. The Board shall
advise all parties in interest of such
rights.

§ 117.2 Change in physical status of
property affected by accident for-
bidden.

In the event of a marine accident or
casualty affecting any property in Pan-
ama Canal waters, or waters adjacent
thereto, or any property owned or oper-
ated by the Panama Canal Commission
or the United States, which imposes on
the Board an obligation to investigate,
no change in the physical status of the
property affected by the accident or
casualty may be made or permitted
prior to inspection by properly con-
stituted authority, unless such change
in status be imperative in order to pre-
serve life or property.

§ 117.3 Reports by Board to the Admin-
istrator.

The Board shall make reports forth-
with in detail to the Administrator of
all marine-accident investigations con-
ducted by it, setting forth the facts and
circumstances surrounding the acci-
dent and bearing upon its proximate
causation, the nature and extent of the
injury and the amount of damages, if
any, occasioned by such injury. The re-
ports shall include a transcript of the
record of the Board’s investigation, to-
gether with its findings and opinions
respecting the accident. All findings
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